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YUCHEN TIAN 
Office 408, Tobin Hall, UMass Amherst, MA 01002 | yuchentian@umass.edu | +01 413-416-5886 
 

EDUCATION 

 
Ph. D. University of Massachusetts Amherst                                                                 09/2021-now 

            Developmental Science 

            Primary Advisor: Dr. Tara Mandalaywala 

            PhD Qualify Paper: Can Young Children Reason about Social Mobility?  

 Committee: Dr. Tara Mandalaywala (chair), Dr. Joonkoo Park, Dr. Alex Browman 

 

M. A.  Cornell University                                                                                           08/2019-08/2020                                                                                                                          

       Developmental Psychology (GPA: 4.0/4.0) 

       Committee: Dr. Qi Wang (chair), Dr. Lin Bian  

       Master Thesis: Remembering Success Makes People Happier? The Moderating Role of  

                               Culture for the Relation of Success and Failure Memory on Well-being 

 

B. A.   North China Electric Power University (NCEPU)                                       09/2015-06/2019 

           English Translation (GPA: 91.16/100; Ranking: 1/21) 

           Graduated with the highest honor of “Excellent Graduate of Beijing” (Top 0.2%) 

 

HONORS AND AWARDS 
 

Grant for the “Getting Started with Bayesian Statistics” workshop                                                                  2022 

Scholarship for the 9th Annual Online Career Conference for PhDs                                                2022 

Yale Sneak Peek Diversity Scholarship                                                                                            2020 

Excellent Graduate of Beijing (Top 0.2%)                                                                                           2019  

China National Scholarship (Top 0.2%), RMB 8000                                                                  2017  

First Prize in Chinese College Students Innovation & Entrepreneur Competition                          2017                                                                 

Academic Excellence Scholarship (Top 3%), RMB 5000                                 consecutive, 2016-2018 

Excellent Student Awards (1/60)                                                                                            2016-2019       

 

PUBLICATIONS AND WORKING PAPERS 

Jiang, X., & Tian, Y. (2016). Cultural confidence of Chinese people: Reflection on “The Spirit of the 

Chinese People”. Higher Education of Social Sciences, 11(4), 8-13.  

 

Tian, Y. & Wang, Q. (in prep) Remembering the good and the bad: Culture, memory, and well-

being. 

 

Tian, Y. & Bian, L. (under review) How 4- to 11-year-old children evaluate group leaders’ 

nonconformity? 

 

PRESENTATIONS AND TALKS 
 

Mandalaywala, T., Tian, Y., (presenting author) (April 2022) Children’s inferences about and 

explanations for occupation-based wealth. Paper submitted to the Biennial Conference 2022 of Child 

Development Society, Madison, WI. 
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Mandalaywala, T., Tian, Y., (presenting author) (April 2022) Children’s inferences about and 

explanations for occupation-based wealth. First-year presentation at the Developmental Science 

seminar for the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. Amherst, MA.  

 

Tian, Y., Bian, L., (April 2021) More power, more freedom: 4- to 8-year-old children approve of 

powerful group members’ non-conformity. Paper submitted to the 2021 Biennial Meeting of the 

Society for Research in Child Development. 

Tian, Y., Wang, Q., (February 2021) Remembering the good and the bad: Culture, memory, and 

well-being. Poster presented in the 2021 Society for Personality and Social Psychology Annual 

Convention.  

 

Tian, Y., Bian, L., (November 2020) More power, more freedom: The power to be different. Talk 

presented at the Ithaca Youth Research Café, Ithaca, NY. 

 

Tian, Y., Bian, L., (November 2020) Young children from two cultures approve of powerful group 

members’ non-conformity. Talk presented at the Cornell Human Development Brown Bag Series, 

Ithaca, NY. 

 

Tian, Y., Wang, Q., (February 2020). The moderating role of culture for the relation of success and 

failure memories to well-being. Talk presented at the Cornell Human Development Prospective 

Graduate Students Interview Weekend, Ithaca, NY.  

WORKING AND SERVICE EXPERIENCE 
 

Anderson-Myers Colloquium Series Talk                                                                09/2021-03/2022 

Student Leader                                                                                                                   Amherst, MA 
o Invited Dr. Fei Xu from UC Berkely to give a research talk at UMass Amherst. 

o Teamed up with the other 3 student organizers to contact the speaker and create itinerary for the 

speaker. 

o In charge of the financial budget, booked flights and hotels, advertised the event, hosted the 

event. 

 

HaiQing Primary School                                                                                            09/2015-09/2016                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Volunteer Teacher & Independent Researcher                                                                  Beijing, China 
o Designed and delivered weekly English and Chinese classes to 50 children from underrepresented 

background. Average English score improved from 66 to 73.  

o Interviewed a small group of children once a week to observe their problems such as academic 

hardships and depressive mood.  

o Generated a report and provided advice for the school and children’s parents.  

 

Ruman Nur Kasih Orphanage                                                                                   07/2017-08/2017                                                                   

International Volunteer Teacher                                                                              Langkawi, Malaysia      
o Delivered classes about Chinese culture to Malay children aged 5-12, establishing children's basic 

understanding of Chinese languages and traditions.  

o Led a team of 3 members to design and conduct research on non-profit early childcare in 

Langkawi, particularly on children's academic performance and emotional/behavioral 

adjustments in orphanages.  

o Interviewed 17 children, 2 orphanage directors and 1 orphanage sponsor on underprivileged 

children's life.  
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Startup "Muses Education" Company                                                                     10/2016-10/2017                          

Founder                                                                                                        Beijing, China 
o Led a five-member team to initiate the online “Muses Education Platform” (attracted over 2000 

followers) where students were able to get useful English knowledge and share English learning 

experience.  

o Designed and launched ten on-campus activities with this platform, including "English-Jazz 

Salon" and "English Novels Reading Together", which enhanced students’ passion in English 

learning.  

 

"Cool Fun" Summer Camp                                                                                       06/2017-07/2017 

Teaching Assistant                                                                                                            Beijing, China 
o Assisted foreign teachers with English speaking classes and Drama classes for over 60 thirteen-

year-old students. Created 15 slides and wrote syllabus for 2 courses.  

o Helped organize the class by promoting the communication between foreign teaches and Chinese 

students. Answered questions after class and graded papers for 60 students.  

o Directed the final drama for the whole class that involved 20 participants. Did screenwriting and 

helped with the rehearsal.  

 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
 

The Cognition Across Development Lab at UMass Amherst                                      05/2021- now 

Graduate Researcher (PI: Dr. Tara Mandalaywala)                                                          Amherst, MA                                   
o Used Photoshop to create images for the “Spot the Difference” task for children. 

o Put together stimuli for wealth-matching task and the ladder task. 

o Trained RAs on the script and procedure; checked RA’s videos for quality. 

o Worked with a computer science technician to code for a program to display the “Spot the 

Difference” task.  

o Cleaned and analyzed data of 3 tasks using R for the “Wealth Cues” project. 

o Prepared for the manuscript for the “Wealth Cues” project. 

o  

Little Thinkers Lab at Cornell University                                                                08/2019-08/2021                                                

Graduate Researcher (PI: Dr. Lin Bian)                                                                                Ithaca, NY 
o Led a project that investigated whether American and Chinese children would incorporate the 

social power information into their normative reasoning.  

o Designed the experiment and created all the stimuli; Redesigned it into an online version. 

o Supervised four undergraduates and led the team to run 144 American children and 83 Chinese 

children.  

o Analyzed and visualized all the data using R.  

o Reviewed literature on children’s perception of social power and normative reasoning.  

o Submitted a conference paper for this project and prepared for the manuscript.  

o Joined weekly lab meetings to discuss research about children’s understanding of social 

categorization and gender stereotypes.  

 

Culture and Social Cognition Lab at Cornell University                      08/2019-08/2021                                         

Graduate Researcher (PI: Dr. Qi Wang)                                                                                Ithaca, NY    
o Led the project that investigated the accessibility of success and failure memory and its 

association with psychological well-being in a cross-cultural context.  

o Designed research method and developed questionaries using Qualtrics.  
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o Recruited 308 Cornell undergraduates as participants via SONA.  

o Analyzed the data using R and interpreted the results.  

o Reviewed literature on culturally different memory accessibility, self-motivation, and person-

culture fit framework.  

o Submitted a poster for this project and prepared for the manuscript.  

o Finished the Master Thesis on the topic of this project.  

o Presented the project on the Prospective Graduate Student Interview Weekend at Cornell.  

Lab Manager (PI: Dr. Qi Wang)  
o Cleaned Chinese and American data for a project examining people’s future thinking in the 

context of COVID-19.  

o Developed the questionaries for a project examining the associations between self-defining 

memory and psychological well-being.  

o Translated the method of a project examining the association between memorable dreams and 

psychological outcomes.  

o Supervised the data collection for three projects and reported the progress to PI every week 

o Arranged weekly lab meetings and individual meetings for the whole lab.  

 

Legare’s Lab at University of Texas, Austin                                                            06/2020-09/2020 

Research Assistant (PI: Dr. Cristine Legare)                                                                         Austin, TX 
o Helped with a project that investigated whether formal schooling and cultural contexts would 

influence children’s cognitive skills such as overimitation, self-regulation and executive 

functioning.  

o Analyzed data of two overimitation tasks (Hook Task and Puzzle Box Task) which were collected 

from India, Vanuatu and Malaysia.  

o Checked and coded over 500 data of the inhibitory control task (Head-Toe-Knees-Shoulders 

Task) which were collected from India and Ghana.  

o Updated a reference list about cross-cultural research using the Marshmallow Task to assess self-

regulation.  

 

Positive Activities and Well-being Lab at University of California, Riverside     12/2019-04/2020 

Research Assistant (PI: Dr. Sonja Lyubomirsky)                                                              Riverside, CA 
o Helped with a project that investigated social media influencer’s well-being on Instagram and 

studied whether it varied as a function of their frequency of posting.  

o Conducted background research by reviewing literature and taking notes of documentaries.  

o Searched for the definition of social media influencers and proposed recruitment plan.  

o Helped with another project that investigated whether performing kindness towards the self or 

others would increase positive emotions and well-being.  

o Piloted and revised the questionnaire.  

o Designed and revised the coding scheme.  

o Cleaned and coded over 300 data.  

 

Early Childhood Cognition Lab at Cornell University                                           03/2018-08/2018                                  

Undergrad Research Assistant (PI: Dr. Tamar Kushnir)                                                        Ithaca, NY     
o Assisted with a project that examined children’s developing evaluations of the considerate 

behavior “leaving more than one choice to others” in a cross-cultural context.  

o Conducted one-on-one experiments with more than 70 four- to six-year-old children.  

o Transcribed 25 recordings and checked the data quality for another project studying children’s 

understanding of moral, personal and conventional choice.  
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o Reached out to and built connections with 3 kindergartens and over 30 parents to conduct 

experiments and for further research.  

 

Family Consumer Sciences Department at University of Wyoming                      02/2018-05/2018 

Research Assistant (PI: Dr. Alyssa McElwain)                                                                 Beijing, China  
o Assisted with a project that examined freshmen’s family, relationship and self-identity problems 

in a cross-cultural context.  

o Interviewed more than 80 Chinese freshmen to collect data; translated Chinese participants’ 

narratives into English.  

o Interpreted Prof. Alyssa McElwain’s lectures about healthy romantic relationship from English to 

Chinese.  

o Presented a 10-minute talk about good peer relationship via video. Shared the video to more than 

2000 faculty and students.  

 

MENTORSHIP 
 

Saliha Bayrak – Honor Thesis Student from UMass Amherst 

Oluchi Ukairo – Undergrad RA in the CAD Lab 

Alex Dhima – Undergrad RA in the CAD Lab 

Laya Bharath – Undergrad RA in the CAD Lab 

Kaitlyn Rybicki – Undergrad RA in the CAD Lab 

Benjamin Heim – High school RA in the CAD Lab 

 

OTHER EXPERIENCE 

 
o Worked on multiple Chinese-English translation and interpretation projects. 

o Published the translated book “The French Lieutenant's Woman” 
o Worked as the interpreter for five international conferences on Big Data, medical services, 

and business 
o Worked as Public Relations Intern (Company: Weber Shandwick) 
o Worked as the Dean’s assistant at NCEPU 
o Worked as the tour guide for the “Central Axis of Beijing” trip 
o Worked as the peer mentor for 60 freshmen at NCEPU 

 


